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are now over, and the ranches are surrounded by stockades, Arc the farms there are no barns or stables as there are at home with us. There is just the simple house of the owner of the ranch, one or two open sheds to shield the riding horses from the sun in summer, and a few miserable cottages where the peons or labourers live. These cottages have numerous holes in the roof, but nobody troubles, for it
GATTCHOS IN PAMPAS  GRASS.
seldom rains. In front of the ranch is the corral, or enclosure, made by driving strong posts into the ground; some of the enclosures are big enough to hold 5000 head of cattle at the same time. It is to these corrals that the cattle are driven when they are to be branded or sold.
The cowboys are called gauchos,    They wear big  wide-brimmed  hats, wide   trousers,   tight